ACTIVITIES   FOR   CHILDREN

such as mother's or father's work in the home or garden,
a day's outing for the whole family, appear constantly
among children's drawings. (See Plates III and VI,
also Figs. 7 and 8.)

A good deal of free drawing and colouring on a
smaller scale can be done in connection with the centre
of interest, and if some of these pictures are preserved
in a co-operative scrap-book, a picture record of the
development of the interest is made. When these
picture books are completed, they form an interesting
addition to the classroom library, for the children seem
never to tire of poring over them.

Story, Poetry and Dramatic Work

The desire to hear a story is a deep-seated interest in
mankind; story-telling and the attempt to express
emotion in drawing are the earliest signs of intellectual
development and aesthetic interest in primitive people.
Although we do not now hold strictly to the recapitu-
latory theory of development, yet there is no doubt that
at certain stages the interests of children run parallel
to those of the race. We have referred already to the
child's desire to express thought and feeling in art; no
less strong is his interest in hearing a good tale. In a
later chapter we propose to deal in some detail with the
art of story-telling and poetry-reading ,and with the
dramatisation of stories.1

1 Chapter VII.
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